INTERNATIONAL PRESSRELEASE

**Embargo: 23.30 [UK time] Thursday 14 July 2016**

The LancetMassimprisonmentof drug usersdriving globalepidemics of
HIV, hepatitis,and tuberculosis

1 Up to half of all new HIV infections over next 15 years in easterrofe will
stem from inmates who inject drugs

1 Scaling up opioid substitutiotherapy in prisonsand after releasecould
prevent over a quarter ohew HIV infections among injecting drug users over
5 years

The War on Drugs, mass incarceration of drug ysed the failureto provide proven harm
reduction and treatment strategies has led to higlidlsof HIV, tuberculosjsand hepatitis B
and C infection among prisonevdar higherthanin the general populationWith an estimated
30 million peoplepassingn and out of prisoaevery yeayprisoners wilbe key to controlling
HIV and tuberculosispidemicsworldwide, according to a major sigart Series on HIV and
related infections in prisoners, publishedTihe Lanceaindbeing presented at the
Internationd AIDS Conferenaa Durban, South Africa

AW E Jeehaet as incubators dtiberculosis hepatitis Gand HIV and the high level of

mobility between prison and the community means that the health of prisoners should be a

major publichealth concern. Ytescreening and treatment for infectious diseases are rarely

made available to inmates, and only around 10%aeaiple who use drugsorldwide are being

E Z C SE Su vS %o E Jéadauthor of theSerigaand President of the

International AI3 SocietyProfessor Chris Beyrelohn Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public

Health, Baltimore, USA'dZ u}+3 (( 3]A A C }( }v3E}oo]vP Jv( 381}V ]v % E]
Al E }Juupv]8C ]e 8} E u U ** Ju%eE]e}vu VE }( Jvi S]vP EuP pe

High prevadence of HIV among prisoners

Worldwide, between 56% and 90% of people who inject drugs will be incarcerated at some
point. In parts of Europgover a third of inmates inject drugs (38%), in Australia (55%) it is
more than half. This is in stark coast with injecting drug use the general population (0.3% in
EU and 0.2% in Australia).

Data presented in th&eriesshowthat with growing numbers ohjecting drug users in prison
the prevalence of infeabius diseases has also increagBdper 1 and Pap 3, table 1)For
example

1 Levels of HIV infection ag9times higher amongrisonersin western Europé¢han
the civilian populatior{4.2% vs 0.2%pandaround three times higher among prisoners
in eastern and southern Afrigd5.6% vs 4.7%nd northAmerica(1.3%vs.0.3%)

1 While most prisoners are men, women and girls are the fastest growipgsoned
group worldwide, andin most regions of the worldevels of HV infection argigher in
female inmateshan male prisonerscludingeasternEurope and central Asia (22% vs
8.5%)

9 Highrates ofhepatitis Care alsoseenamongprisoners, with 1 in hmates inparts of
Europe ad the USAarrying hepatitis C virus.



